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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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I. Basis of the report 

,. W«h «gard .o *e element o, me l"«^-^S'ulS?2«i'M^SS1X:^i^'^^ 



Description, Pages 

^ ^ as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

^ -I as originally filed 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55-2 andA>r 55.3). 

^i^^^iMc »riH//>r Amino acid seouence disclosed in the international application, the 
^ 'S^ISS^^!;^^^^ ^'^ «,e basis Of me se^ ^ 

a contained in the international application in written fonm. 

□ filed together with the International application in computer readable fomn. 
O furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequent^ furnished wrrtten s^uence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the Infomiation recorded in computer readable fom. is Identical to the wrrtten sequence 
listing has been fumished- 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) arnendrnents^^^^^^ not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be refened to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional obsen^ations, if necessary: 
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III. Non^blishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 

1 The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involv^^^ inventive step (to be non- 
■ obJiousT or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of. 

□ the entire international application, 
SI claims Nos. 3-1 1 

B the said international application, or the said claims Nosjelate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify). 

see separate sheet 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be fomied (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no Intemational search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 
Instructions: 

□ the written fonn has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable forni has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

El neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2 □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of Invention Is not complied with and chose, according to 

Ste 68.1?Sot to"Svite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 
3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of Invention in accoKlance with Rules 13.1 . 13.2 and 13.3 
is 

□ complied with. 

la not compBed with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 
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4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

□ ail parts. 

EI the parts relating to claims Nos. 1 ,2 . 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicabil 
" citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1,2 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1,2 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1,2 



2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

The examiner found that the appJication lacks unity within the meaning of Rule 13.1 
PCT. 

The common concept between claim 1 and the rest of the independent claims is 

a composition comprising an elastomeric polymer (100 parts by weight) and an olefinic 

polymer (1 -50 parts by weight). 

Document D1 discloses a composition comprising an elastomeric polymer (10-94 wt%) 
and an olefinic polymer (5-80 wt%). 

All the technical features of the common concept as Indicated above are known from 
document D1 . Therefore, the application lacks unity of invention within the meaning of 
Rule 13(1) PCT. The especial technical features according to rule 13 (2) PCT which 
provide a contribution over the prior art are not so linked to form a unitary inventive 
concept. Claims 1 and 2 define a foamed composition comprising an elastomeric 
polymer and an olefinic polymer with a density between 880-915 kg/m^ The claims 3-7 
define a composition comprising an elastomeric polymer having a crystallinity of at most 
5 % and an olefinic polymer having a density between 880-915 kg/m^ The claims 8-10 
define a preblend comprising an elastomeric polymer and an olefinic polymer. The 
claim 1 1 defines a compounding process for the preblend. 

Therefore the different inventions lead to different results. Consequently, the present 
set of claims breaks up in four Inventions as follows: 

Claims 1 ,2 : A foamed composition comprising an elastomeric polymer and an olefinic 
polymer with a density between 880-915 kg/m®. 

Claim 3-7 : A composition comprising an elastomeric polymer having a crystallinity of at 
most 5 % and an olefinic polymer having a density between 880-915 kg/m^. 

Claims 8-10 : A preblend comprising an elastomeric polymer and an olefinic polymer. 

m 

Claim 1 1 : A process for compounding the preblend disclosed in claims 8-1 0. 
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There are four independent claims each one containing especial technical feature not 
linked by a common concept. Therefore, four different inventions can be identified. 
However, the examiner has grouped said four inventions in only three for the benefit of 
the applicant according to the following : 

Claims 1 ,2 : A foamed composition comprising an elastomeric polymer and an olefinic 
polymer with a density between 880-915 kg/m®. 

Claims 3-7 : A composition comprising an elastomeric polymer having a crystallinity of 
at most 5 % and an olefinic polymer having a density between 880-915 kg/m^. 

Claims 8-11 : A preblend comprising an elastomeric polymer and an olefinic polymer 
and a process for compounding this preblend. 

Since there was no reply of the applicant only invention 1 (claims 1 and 2) is examined 
(Art. 34 (c)PCT). 

Re item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1 : EP11 97521 
Novelty (Art. 33 (2) POT) 

The document D1 discloses a foamed composition comprising an elastomeric polymer 
like EPDM (page 2 line 50) and an ethylene alpha olefin copolymer wherein the co- 
monomer has 3-6 carbon atoms (page 3 lines 10-19). Although the density of the 
ethylene copolymer is not disclosed, it is known from the prior art that the density of 
LLDPE copolymers is lower than 91 5 kg/m® (see polymeric material encyclopaedia; j.C. 
Salamone). The composition can be used as a master batch or preblend composition 
wherein the composition is present in an amount higher than 75 wt% (page 10 line 26). 
The composition or master batch is used in compounding applications. The subject 
matter of claims 1 ,2 over D1 is considered to be not novel (Art. 33(2) PCT). 
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Inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT) 

All the technical features of the present claims 1 and 2 are described in document 
D1. Therefore the claims 1 and 2 do not involve an inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

Re Item Vli 

Certain defects In the international application 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT. the relevant background art 
disclosed In document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
identified therein. 
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